Dear Earth: Letters from a Wanna-Be Astronaut

Twelve years ago, | was fifteen years old. Now here | am, about to become the first person to set foot on Mars.
Twelve years ago, | made myself a promise. A promise, that when my dreams come true, | would show these to
the universe. | wrote these letters in the fourteenth year of my life, to seal them up on my fifteenth birthday. It is
now my twenty-seventh birthday, and dreams have come true. So,

Dear Earth,

Here are the |etters of a fourteen-year-old dreamer.

1/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

HLL U Samantha Jones. This Ls a project my friend Belle Adams and | are
starting together. Write a series of Letters, one @ month, for the next year.
Thew, on my fifteenth bivthday, we will seal the letters, and not open them
until we have achleved our dreavms.

Wwhy “Dear Earth” You may ask? Because, we agyreed to shave owr Letters
with everybody on Barth whew the time comes. And for me, it is a far
stmpler reason. Someday, | am going to be an astronaut. That's my
dream.

L guess [ will tell you about me, ano my Life. Today ts January 1, 201e,
ARA my 145 b’wthdag. [ Live on planet Earth, in San Francisco,
caltfornia. [ am 527, 1 have brown hatr, and green eyes. My {amltg s
mostly Welsh and we have been tn Amerien for at least 100 years. | believe
that we are on iphone number & and some Letters right now (1 use androld
so | honestly have no clue) BY the time this Ls read again, we will probably
be on iphone 20, or telepathic Wi-FL lmplants. Like something from Star
Trer.

Speaking of Star Trvek, | am a total nerd. [ Love sei-fl. (n fact, | am writing
this listening to my space pLagLLst (basiamtg David Bowle stuff). 1'm also
tn the marching band. Flgures, vight?



-Samantha

2/1/2016
Dear Earth,
L actually didw't give up and stop for oncel | am back writing more!

So, [ am going to get philosophical now. What ts Your oplnlon on other
people? Acmatta, no- What was your op’m’ww ow people? Magbe Lt szust
growing up, but | feel different now, on some things. And [ don't mean
physical puberty stuff, but like mind stuff. Like | see people differently.
Whewn  was Little, every picture [ drew, was a girl Like myself. Bvery story |
wrote, the sawe. [ think part of the reason Ls that it is easier and familiar to
do that when you are young. But now | don't do that. if my protagonist is
too much Like me, | have to change them. This Ls the flrst thme in a while |
have allowed vmyself to write about myself in a while. 1t's veally refreshing
actually.

And stmilarly, | am more aware of issues, espectally equality ones. My
friend came out as a transgender boy, but it doesn't change him at all,
really. But there (s still prejudice against him, and people Like him. And
inequality of races or genders. But | am optimistic. That ts why 1 Like sei-fi
books and TV. n general, they show optimistic views of the future, where
people are equal, and prejudice against our fellow human beings (s gone.

L want to open the way to that beautiful future one day. | want to meet an
alien. t want to stand on Plto! At very least, Let me go to the moon. Let me
be the second small step, the second great Leap for humankind and go to
Mars. | will be old enough by the time they plan on golng to make the
VALSSLOWL.

-Samantha



3/1/2016
Dear Earth,
[ can't believe that [ am back for a third thme! That never happens with me.

What sort of Literature is popular in the future? [ enjoy Harry Potter. [ enjoy
John Steinbeck far Less. [ have to vead The Grapes of Wrath for school. | am
writing this instead. oh, well.  find [ enjoy books far Less when they are

assigned to me. | enjoy thew the least when | am glven a List and [ need
choose one. | always choose the wrong one, and get stuck with a giant slow-
moving book. So, as a note to You teachers in the future, don't give us Lists
of books and have us choose.

Have You ever Looked at something and thought “t have to do that!” Or, “I
have to oo there.”

| get that at everything. Half Dome: gotta climb it. Lake Tahoe: have to
swim b Lk, Oh, and those rivers? Need to wade tn thew bavefoot. Then there
are those things that you see and think “in dreams only.” well, that was
the whole reason [ am writing these. [ am writing these for my dreams. If
they are never vend by the thme [ have died, and you find them, ery for me.
Because that means my life was wasted. | never succeeded tn vy dreams. |
don't tntend for that to happen. [ will succeed! And you will too.

My dreams are curvently: go to Burope, Dlsneyland and Mars. Also,
possibly climb Bverest.

-Samantha

4/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

Fourth Lletter. [ am no longer all that surprised that | keep writing them. It is
a habit now.



[ sometimes don't vead these Letters until | flnlsh them, and thew [ see
things that ( have written, things | never would have thought about myself
consclously. Like; | would Like to think that 1 am clever, and confident,
and that | have decent common senmse. The opposite is true quite often. [ can
act confident, but that is usually Lf someone else s nervous, and [ am
trying to help them feel better about doing something stupld that | have
dragged them tnto. | don't usually have decent common sense. But when |
was Little | would say stupld things that might be rude, because (didn't
have sense not to. But now that | ove older | think that [ am getting better.

Have You ever tried making a List? A list of your favorite foods, or songs? |
should wmake my ultbmate playlist!

Actually, it is golng to take way too long to write down my favorite music.
You hang out n the band long enough, and making a playlist turns into
every song ever writtew, played in alphabetical order.

-Samantha

5/1/2016
Dear Earvth,

Have You ever sat down to write something, just for the sake of writing,
putting random thoughts on a page?

| do. That's what these letters are. My rambling thoughts. But nothing of
my Lite. Would people have tnterest bn my Life in the future? Maybe.

L live in san Francisco. It is usually very foggy. People think it's always
cold therve. Sometimes Lt Ls, but we get nice weather too. There Ls the Golden
Gote Bridge, which ts actually red, not gold. It was probably named the
Golden Gate because it's a gate to gold country, or something. | should Look
that up.

-Samantha



&/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

Last night, [ had wmy etghth-grade promotion ceremony. | got to make a
speech opening the ceremony. [ began with this quote: “How did it get so Late
so spon? Its night before its afternoon. December Ls here before its June. My
goooness how the thime has flewn. How did it get so late so soon?”

-Dr. SEuss

Pretty fitting for a graduation ceremony. | hope | can make a speech again
in high school. So... 1 am officially a freshman! That is scary! Also, it's
NOW SWMMEY... meaning my friends and [ are meeting up at the beach next
week. | Love sumimer!

-Samantha

F/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

| went to Monterey on vacation last week! (f You ever get a chance to go to
Mowterey, go to the beach. They have otters!

Andl the agquarium! The jellyfish are so beautiful! Makes me wonder:
Marine Blologist or Astronaut? Which would [ truly want to do? [ think
that Mavs s wore interesting. Still...

-Samantha

Q/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

'me starting school next week. Bleh. And guess what | found out? | have to
go to a different high school than all my friends, because we Live too far


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss109087.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss109087.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss109087.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/dr_seuss.html

away from their school. 1 feel alone already, and school hasn't even starteo.
Have You ever felt Like smashing some very expensive things will make
Your world better? | do. Right now. | RBALLY WANT TO SMASH OUR
TELEVISIONIII But that won't help. 'm just sad, | guess. And belng
angry ts more fun than belng sad.

[ guess ULl see how things turn out.

-Samantha

9/1/2016
Dear Earvth,

['ve been tn school for about a month now, and | have made sowme friends. |
do miss my old friends though, especially Belle. My new friends aren't all
supernerds, LLike me, but they are very nice. We had a sleepover, to test our
friendship,  guess. And as with all sleepovers, we had to play Truth or
Dare. | am a davedevil, so L always pick Dare. | had to go dance on the lawn
with a Barbie. (£ could have been worse. But then we changed it so You could
only piek Truth. Then the inevitable “who do you have a crush on?” cane.
People always have crushes and | never do. Not even a celebrity crush.
Sooo... that was awkward with them thinking that [ was belng secvetive.
But other thaw that, [ Llike school so far.

-Samantha

10/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

L am taking blology as a freshman, and today we Llearned about animals
and human's sexual tdentities. Welrd Lesson, | lknow. But [ Learned that
betng 9ayY, Ls thjt/cst a humawn thing. | have a friend who s Lesblan, and



she foundl that interesting, and was a bit appalled because people weve
persecuted over something natural.

And something else [ found out: asexual-Not attracted to any person of
any gender. That sounds familiar, [ thought. That is me! And get this:
asexuaw% bam% exists in animals, because it dies off. (t's a mutation! |
am a freak of nature! That is so COOL! [ get myself now, and [ Love it.

Latey!

-Samantha

11/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

Halloween Last night was so cool! [ dressed up as jaylah from Star Trek
Beyond, makeup and all. [ went with my friend Belle Adams, who was
dressed as the Enterprise. People loved us! But it was ralning, which stank.
And Belle, she bullt her Enterprise out of cardbonrd, and it started weelting.
Soame with my makeup. But it was still fun. (t seemed Like the end though.
The Last Halloween ULL do for a while.

Not much else has hoppened recently. My Life seems to be at a standstill.
Our marching band went to a few competitions, and didn't win much. But
other thaw that, | seem to have stopped. Nothing is going to happen for a
while, and everything just ended.

-Samantha

12/1/2016
Dear Eavth,

[t has occurved to nee that this Ls the Llast Letter | will wrtte. £ malkes wee sad.
| feel a sense of ending, that [ am not quite ready to face yet.



If this is the end, | kinow that now, more thaw ever, | need to veach for my
dreams. [ need to succeed. [ will succeed. And when this gets read by the
world, take this as a reminder that we all weed to dreave. And wmake those
dreams come true.

-Samantha

1/1/201F
Deav Eavth,

This veally is the last Letter. [ am fifteen, and not much has changed siince
the flrst Letter. But  think [ Rnow more about myself through this writing.
L think that it won't take Long), give me fifteen years, and the world will see
me achieve.

[ am sealing these up now, Llocked in a box, a personal thme capsule of
dreams.

Goodbye.

-Samantha

By Claire Collins



